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11_1 . (C)  SUMMARY:  The  September  22  beating  of  a Papuan 

prisoner — Ferdinand  Pakage — was  a serious  but  isolated 
incident,  according  to  our  contacts.  Pakage  has  been  treated 
for  his  injuries  and  remains  with  his  family  while  the 
authorities  attempt  to  persuade  him  to  return  to  custody. 
Prison  official  have  promised  to  take  action  against  guards 
responsible  for  the  assault.  END  SUMMARY 

PRISONER  BEATEN 

V2 . (C)  On  September  22,  a prison  guard  severely  beat  a 

Papuan  prisoner,  Ferdinand  Pakage,  at  Abepura  Prison  on  the 
outskirts  of  Jayapura,  the  provincial  capital.  (Note:  A 

court  sentenced  Pakage  to  15  years  in  prison  for  his  role  in 
a violent  March  2006  demonstration  near  Jayapura  that  left 
five  members  of  the  police  and  military  dead. ) Human  rights 
activist  Albert  Rumbekwan  told  poloff  that  Pakage  suffered 
injuries  to  his  arms,  legs  and  head.  He  lost  sight  in  his 
right  eye  as  a result  of  the  beating. 

THE  AFTERMATH 

11.3 . (C)  After  the  beating  prison  officials  transferred  Pakage 

to  a local  hospital  where  his  injuries  were  treated, 
according  to  Budi  Hernawan,  an  official  of  the  Jayapura 
Diocese  Justice  and  Peace  Secretariat  (SKP)  who  is  following 
the  case.  Pakage  left  the  hospital  on  Sunday,  September  28 
and  is  currently  staying  with  his  parents  near  Jayapura.  His 
family  has  told  Hernawan  and  other  human  rights  contacts  that 
Pakage  is  afraid  to  return  to  the  prison.  Prison  officials 
are  negotiating  with  Pakage 1 s family  to  convince  him  to 
return  to  custody. 

11_4 . (C)  Prison  officials  have  moved  quickly  to  deal  with  the 

situation,  according  to  our  contacts.  They  immediately 
removed  the  guard  implicated  in  the  beating  from  duty  pending 
a full  investigation.  Prison  officials  also  promised  to 
punish  any  guard  found  culpable  for  the  incident.  According 


to  Hernawan,  prison  officials  are  working  closely  with 
several  human  rights  organizations,  including  SKP,  to  ensure 
that  local  stakeholders  have  confidence  in  the  investigation. 

AN  ISOLATED  INCIDENT 

1[5 . (C)  So  far,  the  beating  of  Pakage  remains  an  isolated 

incident.  UN  Special  Rapporteur  on  Torture  Manfred  Nowak, 
who  visited  Indonesia  in  November  2007,  found  very  little 
evidence  of  torture  in  Indonesian  prisons--including  those  in 
Papua  (ref  B).  Moreover,  the  recently  appointed  chief  of 
Abepura  Prison,  Antonious  Ayorbaba,  is  committed  to  improving 
conditions  in  the  facility  (ref  A) . 

1[6 . (C)  That  said,  Abepura  Prison  faces  some  serious 

operational  challenges.  The  facility,  which  dates  from  the 
Dutch  colonial  period,  is  deteriorating  and  overcrowded. 
Additionally,  a local  clan  which  holds  traditional  ownership 
claims  on  the  land  where  the  prison  sits  has  pressured  prison 
officials  to  hire  unqualified  clan  members  for  prison  jobs. 
One  of  these  clan  members — with  a reputation  for  drunkenness 
and  other  forms  of  unprofessional  behavior — has  been 
identified  as  responsible  for  beating  Pakage.  Prison  chief 
Ayorbaba  has  promised  to  ensure  that  all  prison  personnel  are 
qualified  and  well  trained,  although  achieving  this  will 
likely  take  some  time. 

HUME 


